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Fanshawe flops to rising Royals 


BY JORDAN BURGSMA 
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 


The Royals’ men’s volleyball team 
rose to the OCAA championship chal- 
lenge on Thursday, bringing three 
thrilling sets to a conclusion to beat 
Fanshawe 3-0. With only a few hurdles 
to go before fighting for the champion- 
ship, Royals fans came to support their 
team in their classic, ecstatic fashion. 


“It was excellent,” point-leader Ryan 
Talsma said. “It was one of our best 
wins here.” The crowd clearly agreed 
with him, as fans draped in red, capped 
in real volleyball hats and slamming on 
drums chanted, “let’s go Royals” at the 
top of their lungs. The energy was infec- 
tive in the gym as the teams exchanged 
points through the first set. After both 
teams traded a few sloppy serves, Re- 
deemer called a timeout. Coming back 
to the game with the score tied at 24, 
Brad Douwes, who led the team with 15 
points, served two in a row to finish a 
hair-splitting set. 


In the second, the Royals ran away 
with a few early points. With the score 
at 16-9, Fanshawe called a timeout. 
Christian Vangeest kept the team alive 
with a string of serves including one 
serving ace, enroute to a 25-16 win. 


Fanshawe got the jump on Redeemer 
in the third set, however, and with the 
score at 17-20 head coach Wayne Har- 
ris called for a timeout to turn the team 
around. The Royals brought the score 
to within one point in time to force the 


Redeemer’s Men’s Volleyball played Fanshawe on Thursday evening. 


score above 25. The score went back- 
and-forth until Redeemer finally put 
the vistors away with a score of 29-27. 
When asked what the turning point 
was in set three, Talsma replied, “we 
got a few points in a row, and managed 
to stop their big server.” 


The RUC red army filled the stands, 
cheering for their favorite players and 
giving a supportive edge to the men’s 
team. The tournament has been touted 
as a highlight for this year at Redeemer, 
and the fans plan to cheer the Royals 
all the way to the championship. As the 
crowd chanted at the end of the game, 


Photo by Nathan Giancola 
“This is our house!” 
Go Royals go! 


Comment at TheCrown.ca 


“Thoughtful risk-taker” Dr. Hubert Krygsman is 
named President Cooper's successor 


BY JORDAN BURGSMA 
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 


This week, the face of Redeemer’s 
next step forward was unveiled. Dr. 
Hubert R. Krygsman of Dordt College, 
Iowa has been selected as Redeemer’s 
new president. Beginning on June 14, 
2010, he will begin his work here, fill- 
ing in Dr, Cooper’s shoes. These are 
not a set of bowling lane loaners, ei- 
ther; this past year has been one of ac- 
complishment and excitement that Dr. 
Cooper can proudly stick as a feather 
in his cap. 


Dr. Krygsman will be leaving a posi- 
tion as Associate Provost and Director 
of the Andreas Center for Reformed 
Scholarship and Service at Dordt in or- 
der to take the helm here in Ancaster. 
He has also been involved in reshaping 


the university's curricular core and is 
the director of the Andreas Centre of 
research. 


Board Chair Ray Pennings described 
the scope of the selection process, in- 
dicating that the search committee had 
“thrown their net as wide as possible” 
in order to select the right candidate. 
More than sixty different leaders were 
spoken to directly before the academ- 
ic year began, and each was consid- 
ered carefully. Pennings spoke for the 
search committee, saying that they 
were confident that they had selected 
the leader that they had set out to find. 
He described Krygsman as a “thought- 
ful risk-taker” who would be capable of 
keeping the institution on course with 
its mission. 


Krygsman claimed that the process 


for him and his wife Nancy is “truly a 
wonderful, spirit-led journey, as we be- 
gin a relationship with Redeemer.” He 
cited the strong academic work and 
engagement with the broader com- 
munity as strong points for Redeemer, 
and finished his address with a bless- 
ing. “God bless you as you finish this 
semester and the academic year, and 
I look forward to coming back here in 
June.” 


Although Krygsman has been work- 
ing in the United States for nearly 
twenty years, he was raised in Ontario, 
and studied in Canadian universities. 
Still, he was an unfamiliar face and 
for those gathered in the Auditorium 
on Tuesday there were mixed feel- 
ings about meeting the person who 
will likely have a major impact on this 
institution. Chaplain Syd Hielema ad- 


dressed those feelings, quoting a col- 
le ag u e(Continued on Page 5) 


Hope in troubled times 
with Dr. Bob Goudzwaard 


BY TIM SELLES 


For two weeks in early February, Re- 
deemer University College, The Paideia 
Centre for Public Theology and Cardus 
had the privilege of hosting Dr. Bob 
Goudzwaard. Dr. Goudzwaard is pro- 
fessor emeritus of economics and so- 
cial philosophy at the Free University 
of Amsterdam and a former member of 
Dutch Parliament. 


As part of his visit, Dr. Goudzwaard 
gave a lecture titled Hope in Troubled 
Times: A New Vision for Confronting 
Global Crises. In his lecture, Goudz- 
waard brought his depth of experience 
and insight into the challenging and 
profoundly alarming issues facing the 
global market today. 


He began the lecture by surveying 
the poverty, energy, and environmen- 
tal crises (to name a few) that are cur- 
rently facing the world, and by point- 
ing out the interconnected nature of 
such crises. For example, Goudzwaard 
pointed out the reality of a decrease 
in global safety, clearly a crisis on its 
own, but a crisis that is intensified by 
its connection to the food and energy 
crisis and a rising world population As 
energy and food sources become po- 
tentially more challenging to come by, 
nations feel the need to reinforce their 
own safety to insure future access to 
food and energy sources. Many nations 
do this with little or no concern for en- 
vironmental affects. 


Alongside these types of crises are 
the deeply disturbing paradoxes that 
the world faces. Poverty rises even in 
the midst of the greatest riches. People 
feel stressed and short-on-time despite 
advances in technology that should be 
granting us greater leisure time. As ef- 
ficiency advances, so do the demands 
for productivity and financial growth. 


It is easy, in light of such complicat- 
ed crises and paradoxes to feel hope- 
less and overwhelmed, especially when 
shortsighted and shallow responses to 
the problems seem to continually fail 
us. As one student stated, “we want 


Glocalizationisiiaticr, cceniing onhow iis 


BY CALVIN VAN HARTEN 
CROWN REPORTER 


Calvin Seerveld, a name often whis- 
pered with admiration among the phi- 
losophy and theology departments, 
presented a public lecture entitled, 
“Cities as a Place for Public Artwork: 
a Glocal Approach” this past Tuesday 
evening. He began by explaining that 
place is different from space, a term 
that gives the impression of being an 
between two 


abstract non-location 


sites. Instead, place is a concrete area 
that holds somé significance or value 
and it is quintessential that humans 


feel a part of or drawn to some place. 
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Dr. Goudzwaard speaks at Redeemer University College. 


concrete things we can do in order to 
work towards solving the problems we 
are faced with”. 


Goudzwaard’s response to this co- 
nundrum is for Christians to dig deep- 
er for answers, aS a young palm tree 
does when it is planted underground 


It must have a personal component. 


approached, can destroy this sense of 
home and place. If globalization is the 
primary emphasis, you begin to lose 
control of your locality. You become 
lost in a vast world and your town be- 
comes insignificant on such a huge 
scale. Seerveld states that, “globaliza- 
tion has a curious impersonalisation.” 
The effects of an exclusively globally 
focused world are adverse to the par- 
ticular place each person resonates 
with. 

In response, Seerveld recommends 
that we take a “glocal” perspective; “a 
committed world-and-life vision that 
is ‘globally’ aware, but acts first-of-all 
locally from the place you call home.” 
He says that people should first worry 


and must grow downward to the water 
table before it can grow upward and 
out. We seem to forget, as Goudzwaard 
says, that the roots of our present world 
crises lie in the fact that we like to act 
like gods instead of earth-bound crea- 
tures. Goudzwaard goes on to quote a 
statement by the churches of south- 


about the city they live in and then 
look towards the city’s global impact. 
He names three principles that imple- 
ment a glocal approach: regenerate, 
speciate, and diaconate. Regeneration 
entails people developing roots in their 
home city so they feel that they have a 
place of their own. To speciate requires 
that stronger connections be drawn 
between the many opposing voices 
offered in the city—political, legal, re- 
ligious, ete.— and that they be united 
in a common, overarching goal for the 
city. To diaconate refers to “reclaiming 
city streets for living” by creating an at- 
tractive and safe environment. 


Art, Seerveld explains, has a prominent 
role in furthering these three princi- 
ples. Art provides fresh aesthetic air in 
the city and provides a unique identity. 


—. 
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west asia, addressed to the churches 
and societies of the north. They wrote, 
“If, according to Ephesians 1, God is 
preparing in human history to bring 
everyone and everything under the 
Lordship of Jesus Christ, his shepherd 
King, shouldn’t caring for and sharing 
with each(Continued on Page 9 ) 


Parks with imaginative art work, walls 
with beautiful murals, and monuments 
referencing prominent citizens and 
achievements all help to draw people to 
an environment and make it their own. 
Art makes a town unique and builds 
community. It connects people of vari- 
ous ethnic backgrounds and cries out 
in many different voices. As people 
are drawn to sculptures and public dis- 
plays safety is increased with numbers 
and the environment becomes more 
socially appealing. Seerveld concludes, 
“Artistry in neighbourhood tells you 
the city cares about you.” 
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Law and covenant: how 
relevant is the Old Testa- 
ment legal code to today? 


BY DR. DAVID T. KOYZIS 


Given the controversy surrounding 
the publication of alumnus Reuben 
Lindeman’s article in the last issue, it is 
appropriate to explore the relationship 
between the Old Testament legal code, 
or Mosaic law, and contemporary legal 
systems. There are some Christians, es- 
pecially those labelling themselves re- 
constructionists or dominionists, who 
believe that our current polities are ob- 
ligated to follow these laws. Rousas J. 
Rushdoony’s Institutes of Biblical Law 
is one of the major written works in 
this movement. However, the major- 
ity of Christians do not follow this ap- 
proach, and for good reasons. 


Many of the precepts of the Mosaic 
law are not too difficult to understand. 
For example: “When fire breaks out and 
catches in thorns so that the stacked 
grain or the standing grain or the field 
is consumed, he that kindled the fire 
shall make full restitution” (Exodus 
22:6). This is based on a familiar prin- 
ciple: if someone damages another's 
property, he or she must compensate 
that person for the loss. Our own legal 


sy: make provision for this sort of 
oe tise good. 


But what do we do with, say, Deuter- 
onomy 21:18-21? 


If a man has a stubborn and rebel- 
lious son who does not obey his father 
and mother and will not listen to them 
when they discipline him, his father 
and mother shall take hold of him and 
bring him to the elders at the gate of his 
town. They shall say to the elders, “This 
son of ours is stubborn and rebellious. 
He will not obey us. He is a profligate 
and a drunkard.” Then all the men of 
his town shall stone him to death. You 
must purge the evil from among you. 
All Israel will hear of it and be afraid. 


When was the last time you heard of 
such a thing happening in Canada? Not 
only is this not found in our Criminal 


Code, but most of us would be outraged 
if this were ever to occur here. Yet it is 
part of the written word of God. 


We know, of course, that some pre- 
cepts of the law were superseded by 
the new covenant in Jesus Christ. We 
are no longer bound by the ceremonial 
law to which the ancient Israelites were 
bound. There is no temple because 
Jesus himself is our high priest who, 
through his once-for-all sacrifice for 
our sins, has made obsolete the sacri- 
fices prescribed in the Mosaic law (He- 
brews 8:1-7). The same is true of the 
dietary laws after Jesus pronounced all 
foods clean (Mark 7:14-19; Acts 10:9- 
16). 


Yet the command for children to 
honour their parents is part of the Ten 
Commandments, the central and most 
enduring part of the Mosaic law (Exo- 
dus 20:12; Deuteronomy 5:16), which 
remains in effect and is in some cases 
strengthened through Jesus’ words 
(e.g., Mark 7:9-13). If we hope to make 
sense of the more baffling provisions of 
the Mosaic law, we should remember 
two things. 


First, these laws were prescribed for 
a primitive tribal society lacking any- 
thing resembling the modern state ap- 
paratus with its legally differentiated 
institutions and offices. There were no 
separate or distinct law spheres. Crimi- 
nal law, civil law and what might today 
be called canon law or church order 
were all of one piece. As there were no 
crown prosecutors, enforcement of the 
law was up to tribal elders and the men 
of the town. Murder was punished by 
the “avenger of blood,” a designated 
member of the victim’s family charged 
with this responsibility (Numbers 35). 
In the case of manslaughter, cities of 
refuge were set up to protect the man- 
slayer from the avenger of blood (verses 
22-28). Any effort to apply these laws 
to the present day must recognize that 
our complex, differentiated society is 
very unlike the undifferentiated society 
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for which these laws were made. 


Second, and more significantly, the 
Mosaic law was given to a specific com- 
munity in a covenant relationship with 
God, who had called it into a special 
relationship with himself. As such its 
members were bound to keep the law 
he had given them through Moses. 
This already indicates that we cannot 
simply take a code applicable to the an- 
cient Hebrews and assume that it ap- 
plies in modern states such as Canada 
or the United States. Although many 
American Christians are tempted to 
view their own country through the 
lenses of biblical Israel, a proper inter- 
pretation of scripture must apply the 


sc Badminton at Memaster 
- Women’s CCAA Volleyball Championships at Cegep 


promises of the old covenant, not to 
a contemporary political community, 
but to the people of the new, whom 
the apostle Peter calls “a chosen race, 
a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s 
own people” (I Peter 2:9). 


As God’s people we are bound by the 
words of the apostle Paul: “Owe no one 
anything, except to love one another; 
for he who loves his neighbour has ful- 
filled the law” (Romans 13:8). 
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Curse of the diamond 


All that glitters does not feed 


BY: ZARA URVASHI RAMANIAH — 
THE MUSE 


ST. JOHN’S, N.L. (CUP) 


Diamonds have been coveted since 
they were first discovered, and have 
been connected to conflict, power and 
curses ever since. 


The Koh-i-Noor is probably the most 
infamous diamond. Discovered in In- 
dia in one of the earliest mines, it was 
once the largest diamond in the world. 
It boasts a long and bloody history and 
now lies — fittingly, considering its 


past — in the Tower of London, taken 
from India as a spoil of war and worn 
by Queen Victoria as a brooch. 


According to legend, the curse of the 
Koh-i-Noor is such that only women 
may wear it without succumbing to its 
destructive power. Unwilling to test the 
truth of the legend, the Koh-i-Noor has 
only been worn by Victoria and subse- 
quent queens of the United Kingdom. 


The curse of diamonds is not re- 
stricted to the Koh-i-Noor but seems 
to follow those who deal in these seem- 
ingly innocent stones. 


Conflict diamonds were recently 


brought to the notice of the world 
thanks to Kanye West's song *Dia- 
monds From Sierra Leone* and the 
movie “Blood Diamond". 


Despite the tarnished image of dia- 
monds, they continue to be the most 
common adornment on engagement 
rings and are the first gems to pop into 
the mind when asked about precious 
stones. 


After watching Djimon Hounsou in 
“Blood Diamond", I swore that I would 
never buy a diamond. It was my little 
rebellion, my way of flicking off those 
unscrupulous bastards who work in 
that despicable, exploitative trade. 


I thought that by doing so I would in 
some way be cutting down on the de- 


mand for diamonds and that somehow 
I just might be helping someone. Al- 
most as if my disgust had reached some 
higher being, the diamond market was 
stricken: the global retail demand for 
polish diamonds is expected to drop by 
33 per cent this year. 


De Beers, the name so long synony- 
mous with diamonds, saw net profits 
fall by a jaw dropping 99 per cent in 
the first half of last year. Established 
in 1888, De Beers is responsible for the 
production of roughly half of the dia- 
monds worldwide, most mined in Af- 
rica, but also in Canada. De Beers once 
held an 80 per cent share of the world’s 
diamond production. 


Though both Kanye’s song and 
*Bloo atContiniied on Page 5) 
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Finding true love 


..you have better odds of lightning striking your plane 
and forcing it to crash into the sea, being bitten by a rav- 
enous shark and finally discovering Atlantis, than find- 
ing true love in third parking lot 


BY JOY JOHNSON 


Hello everyone, thank you for be- 
ing a monthly reader of Dear First 
Years. I would like to shake things up 
a bit by writing about love. I've already 
been confronted by a good friend and 
told that I should probably get some- 
one else to write this article. Thanks, 
Emma-Jane, for the vote of romantic 
confidence. I’m one of Redeemer’s to- 
ken feminists. Equality, that’s all I ask 
for. And world peace. 


To my left is my very good, and very 
old, friend Charles! Say hi, Chuck. Hi. 
Now, Charles and I are sitting in my 
condo — with my roommate/reader- 
over-of-articles and her rat — and we 
are discussing love, more specifically, 
Redeemer love. The funny thing is, 
Charles doesn’t go to Redeemer. Right, 
well, I've been to Church in the Box 
and I’ve held hands with people there 
when singing that handholding song. 
While talking about love we noticed 
certain trends amongst Redeemer stu- 
dents, but also amongst many early 
20-something Christians. The trends 
that will be disgusting — oops, that we'll 
be DISCUSSING are as follows: rush- 
ing into things, making marriage the 
Holy Grail, binge dating, and so much 
more!! So let’s get on with it... 


Joy: Charlie, I have a riddle for you, 
who is old, in debt, B.A. in hand, wed- 
ding-ring-less, and index finger waving 
high? I know the answer to this riddle, 
because I will be that person in a few 
months and also because I have seen so 
many of these people leave Redeemer 


without —I’m vomiting in my mouth 
now- an M.R.S. The question is, why 
is there such an emphasis placed on 
needing someone to stand beside while 
parents and new in-laws take one thou- 
sand photos of you at graduation? At 
times it seems that we’re overwhelmed 
with the fear that outside of Redeemer, 
eligible Christians are scarce and the 
only other options are eHarmony or 
robots. 


Charles: I think that this question 
may illustrate exactly what it denounc- 
es. The problem that occurs when one 
believes that it is necessary to get mar- 
ried before graduation, is the same 
problem that occurs when one thinks 
it better to marry after that diploma. 
When we begin planning our future 
according to the best of our ability, 
we quickly find that our ability to plan 
is greatly out-done by life’s ability to 
change those plans. That you feel it is 
crucial to marry at some preferred time 
in your life needs to be recognized as 
exactly that — a feeling, and feelings 
change. There is no general rule to fol- 
low here regarding when is the appro- 
priate time to get married, save one: go 
with all things to God in prayer. Ask 
Him to guide you in your romances, be 
they one, or many. Seek the peace that 
He gives to those who patiently await 
His answers. Know that whether you 
graduate beside your significant other 
or you graduate 7 years later with two 
Masters degrees and the ability to 
teach Korean children English, if you 
place your trust in God, you will never 
be disappointed. 


Joy: Right, so you're pretty smart. 
Let’s move on to another rant from 
your friendly, neighbourhood realist... 
would it be too hard to place a federal 
law into effect that both parties in a 
marriage must be able to cook Kraft 
dinner or even boil water before they 
are wed?! I appreciate independence. 
I like that I can provide for myself 
and pay the hydro bills without being 
helped. I don’t rely on anyone to help 
me get through the day. Unlike my par- 
ent’s generation, I think it is necessary 
for a person to experience life between 
childhood and marriage. If you’re read- 
ing this, first year, you’ve already done 
just that, so 10 points for you. You’ve 
moved away from home, you're living 
slightly independently, but that doesn’t 
mean you should be married tomor- 
row. Oh boy, I’m making a huge mess 
out of this one. Charlie, do you think 
you can explain this better with the big 
words you use so well? 


Charles: It seems to me that you are 
suggesting that a person should experi- 
ence life before they settle down. My 
question in return would be what do 
you mean by “life”? Could not mar- 
riage be a valid type of life that people 


choose to experience? I guess I am just 
wary of putting constraints and “feder- 
al laws” into place that might not best 
apply to everyone. Having said this, I 
do think it is wise for a person to learn 
how to care for him or herself before 
they do marry someone and find that 
they are more of a burden than a bless- 
ing. This is simply practical. It is of- 
ten said that the first year of marriage 
is the hardest because both individuals 
are forced to learn how to live with the 
habits and peculiarities of the other. I 
can only think that this would be made 
easier if both partners knew how to 
make Kraft Dinner. 


Joy: You're so right. Hey, do you re- 
member the time I ran over my best 
friend at camp? Speaking of Sarah, 
she’s going to be the best segue into my 
next rant. Sorry, Sarah, but you dated 
around. She’s happily married now (at 
the ripe age of 24) and happy as a Flor- 
ida clam. The issue I’m bringing up has 
to do more with the before, rather than 
the after, of marriage. I call it ‘Binge 
Dating’, and it is an epidemic, especial- 
ly at Redeemer. Charles and I grew up 
in a small network of churches where 
everyone(Continued on Page 9) 


Travel notes from Mississippi 


BY JAN KOREVAAR 


Port Gibson, Mississippi. The town 
that General Grant said was too beau- 
tiful to burn when he was marching 
his Union troops up to Vicksburg in 
the Civil War. A town where old trees 
spread their limbs to shelter the streets 
lined with churches. Amidst all this 
beauty, the town is gripped by poverty. 


Over reading break, a group of Re- 
deemer students drive to Port Gibson 
to work on several service projects. Re- 
deemer has been visiting Port Gibson 
for eighteen years and has developed 
deep friendships especially with Pastor 
Randy, who organizes the group’s stay. 
He is always happy to see us come back 
and he always makes sure we have lots 
of work to do. 


The service trip taught us much about 


the areas culture and history. On Sun- 
day, after introducing ourselves at two 
churches, we were given a tour of Port 
Gibson by one of the local pastors. He 


showed us the Windsor Ruins, a huge 


mansion which accidentally burnt to 
the ground after a party and which also 
appeared in the movie Gone with the 
Wind. We learned about the soil, which 
erodes like lightning and can turn a 
farmer’s field into a deep gully within 
a couple of decades. On the third day 
we were given a Civil War tour by one 
of the locals in 
Vicksburg and 
that night we got 
to try our taste 
buds on one of 
the local foods— 
fried catfish. The 
day after Mardi 
Gras, we went 
to see the sights 
of New Orleans and most of us even 
ended up attending an Ash Wednesday 
service. 


Once you travel off of the main 
streets and highways you are immedi- 
ately confronted with the poverty that 
many of the citizens of Port Gibson suf- 
fer from. The houses and trailers are 
falling apart, the brush is overgrown, 


“Amidst all 
this beauty, the 
town is gripped 


sometimes trash is piled in the yards. 
We were given many different jobs: we 
built wheelchair ramps, fixed drafty 
walls, cleaned up people’s houses, fixed 
toilets, and dry walled ceilings. While 
we were working we were also able to 
talk to the people we were doing the 
work for. 


One of the things that 
struck me most after leaving 
Port Gibson were the many 
barriers that exist, prevent- 
ing the people from helping 
each other. They are not al- 
ways physical barriers, but 
perceived barriers that have 
been built up with long his- 
tories attached. They exist between 
neighborhoods, between Blacks and 
Whites, and between churches. Though 
those barriers exist, when our group 
worked there, usually we did not see 
those same barriers; we came into the 
place without knowing its history or the 
conflicts that exist. This helped us be- 
cause we were able to come in without 
prior prejudices and we were able to 


help the black communities that have 
been shunned by the rich and are now 
considered dangerous. Near the end of 
our trip, Pastor Randy mentioned that 
this is the way our groups have really 
helped Port Gibson: they show people 
that these boundaries can be crossed 
and they do not have to continue living 
the way that they have been. 


How easy it is for us to become blind 
to the barriers that have been built 
around us. I think of Redeemer. What 
stops so many of us from going down- 
town? It is only ten minutes away by 
car or thirty by bus. What stops us from 
committing to a home church while at 
school? What keeps students and staff 
distant from each other at times? It 
seems that when people are not aware 
of the boundaries around them and do 
not try to travel across boundaries that 
a lot of pain begins to build up. What 
boundaries are there here at Redeemer 
that we are not aware of and how can 
we begin to walk across them? 
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“Thoughtful risk-taker” Dr. Hubert Krygsman is 
named President Cooper's successor 


(Continued from front page) 
who had described the selection pro- 


cess as an arranged marriage. “Well,” 
said Hielema, “today is the awkward 
first date.” 


In the November 2009 issue of The 
Crown, | interviewed President Cooper 
about the financial upturn that the Uni- 
versity had been experiencing. Rather 
than patting himself on the back, he 
attributed the blessings to God’s work, 
suggesting that it would “get the atten- 
tion of the next president that God has 
already chosen.” Those words appear 
prophetic this month, as Krygsman ex- 
pressed similar excitement about how 
God is working at Redeemer. 


Students have a few reservations 
about this new president, however. Dr. 


Cooper has gotten away with sharing 
his birthday cake with only a few sum- 
mer workers. A google search was un- 
able to yield any indication about when 
Krygsman’s birthday is. Perhaps he is 
trying to keep his cake to himself. “Ei- 
ther way,” says one student, “he had 
better have a snazzy housecoat at the 
midnight breakfast.” 
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Curse of the diamond 


(Continued from page 3) [Pp j a - 
mond* exposed an ugly side to the dia- 
mond trade, what they don’t mention 
are those who rely on diamonds to feed 
their families. 


Thousands with legitimate jobs 
need the diamond industry to support 
their families, and with the slump in 
demand, mines have been closed and 
skilled workers have been laid off. 


We got Kanye’s message loud and 
clear about blood diamonds from Si- 
erra Leone, but there is another side 
— children who are malnourished and 
starving because their parents can’t 
earn enough to put food in their bod- 
ies. Who's singing about them? 


It was only in 2002 that Sierra Leone 
emerged from a savage civil war that 
tore the country apart for a decade. 
Though there has been significant eco- 
nomic growth since then, poverty and 
unemployment is widespread, and 


there are deeper wounds that are still 
healing. 


Like in other parts of the world where 
there is poverty and insecurity — finan- 
cial, physical or political — there are 
hyenas, lurking in the bushes to prey 
on the weak. 


The hyenas in Sierra Leone were 
the rebels who forced villagers to mine 
diamonds that were used to fund their 
armed resistance. This is where the 
term “blood diamond” comes from and 
why there is scandal and mystery sur- 
rounding certain diamonds. 


Elsewhere in Africa, in the Central 
African Republic, a nation with a simi- 
lar history of civil strife, diamonds are 
causing a different kind of pain. 


As a failed state constantly in turmoil, 
the country counts diamonds as one of 
its largest exports and relies heavily on 
the revenue they generate. 


Despite the Republic’s lush, fertile 
land, many simply do not know how to 
go back to farming after two genera- 
tions of digging for diamonds. 


According to statistics from UNICEF, 
38 per cent of children under the age of 
5 suffer from chronic malnutrition and 
one in 10 children suffers from acute 
malnutrition. The only easily grown 
crop available to the amateur farmer is 
cassava, and has few nutrients. Unless 
the diamond demand increases, this 
crisis will intensify. 


The Central African Republic is not 
the only country to suffer. Other Afri- 
can countries, most notably Botswana 
and Burundi, face similar problems, 
and it isn’t just African states bearing 
the strain of the cold diamond trade. 


Diamond merchants, polishers and 
cutters in Surat, India are facing simi- 
lar problems as the diamond miners 
in Africa. Close to 92 per cent of the 
world’s diamonds are polished in Su- 
rat; at the height of the recession, the 


industry was only working at 40 per 
cent capacity. 


Merchants, optimistically hoping 
for a sudden shift in demand, keep re- 
turning to their shops while 250,000 
of 700,000 skilled labourers have been 
let go. 


With the economy picking up, hope- 
fully these merchants’ prayers are an- 
swered and something more substan- 
tial than cassava soon fills the bellies 
of the children of diamond miners in 
Africa. 


Sure, blood diamonds will probably 
keep infiltrating the market, and you 
can’t always trace diamonds to their 
source, but often shops will tell you 
where they get their products. No harm 
in asking. 


So, when buying your loved one that 
beloved rock, show you really care — 


feed a family. 
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Redeemer’s art gallery features “Communion of the faith; confessions and complications, 
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Experiences at the Olympics 


BY JANIS OTTEVANGERS 


Representing your country in a 
large international sporting event like 
the Olympics, in the summer or win- 
ter games, and understanding what it 
feels to win gold, stand at the top of the 
podium and have the national anthem 
play, is an experience majority of us 
will never have. Back on July 2, 2003, 
the International Olympic Committee 
(IOC) in Prague selected Vancouver 
as the host city for the 2010 winter 
games. I remember distinctly when 
not only Vancouver, but also Canada 
was awarded with such an honor, I 
was born, grew up and went to school 
in British Columbia. It was after high 
school that I moved to Ontario for my 
post-secondary education at Redeem- 
er. Ever since Vancouver was given 
the 21st Olympic Games, I have always 
wanted to be a part of welcoming the 
world to the city in which I 
grew up. 


I started the application pro- 
cess over a year ago, but it was 
not until a few months ago that 
I was officially offered a volun- 
teer position. The title I was 
given was Load Zone Attendant 
and stationed at Vancouver's 
International Airport (YVR). I 
really had no idea what Load 
Zone Attendant meant or what 
my role would all entail, but I discov- 
ered it all on my first shift. As a Load 
Zone Attendant I have the privilege to 
personally welcome the athletes, IOC 
members and Olympic families. Essen- 
tially, I am an escort and guide them 
to buses or special Vancouver Olympic 
vehicles for Whistler or Vancouver de- 


the 


“Back on July 2, 
2003 Vancouver 
was selected as 
the host city for 


pending on if the client is an athlete, 
IOC member or Olympic family. Nelly 
Furtado, Alex Ovechkin, Jerome Iginla, 
Brian Burke, Ron Wilson, and Canada’s 
figure skating team are examples of the 
kinds of people I have been fortunate 
enough to serve. 


It is hard to be downtown and not 
have a good time as there is such high 
levels of energy all the time, lots to see 
and do, and several large screens set 
up all over to watch live coverage of the 
games. Robson Square is at the heart of 
some of the best Olympic celebrations. 
There is a zip line course that runs 
between two towers across Robson 
square that is for free and it has attract- 
ed crowds of 600-700 + people a day. 
There have been reports where people 
have waited up to 6 hours in line to ex- 
perience this zip course, which lasts no 
longer than 15 seconds. I did not wait 
quite that long, 
but the adren- 
aline you got 
crusing over 
the city was 
exhilarating. 
In the center 
of the square 
there is an ice 
rink where you 
can bring your 
own skates or 
rent some for 
$3.00. There are also concerts to at- 
tend every night at different venues 
free of charge. Artists like Sam Rob- 
erts, Fiest, and Bedouin Soundclash 
are among those that have performed 
on stages throughout the lower main- 
land, providing live music for people to 
enjoy. Everywhere you go, you see red 


2010 winter 
games.” 


e Olympic flame lit in Vancouver. 


and white and perhaps more Canadian 
flags than you’ve seen ever before in 
one area. The merchandise sales have 
exploded. The famous red Vancou- 
ver 2010 mittens are a hot item and a 
must have. A million were sold before 
Christmas and some say that another 2 
million were made and have been sold 
since then. Scarves and hoodies that 
everyone longs to own have been sold 
out and merchandise from Hudson Bay 
Company (HBC) stores across Canada 
have been sent to Vancouver to meet 
the high demands. It is unreal. You 


Photo by Allyson Vanderkooi 


look around on the Skytrain or buses 
and almost everyone is wearing at least 
one piece of the official Canadian cloth- 
ing from HBC. My experience so far 
has been nothing but positive and I feel 
privileged to be welcoming the nations 
of the world to the 2010 winter games. 
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GOING FOR GOLD AT THE OLYMPICS 
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After Wednesday's medal performance, where 
will Canada finish in the medal count? 
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Bill C300 and the death of Marcelo Rivera 


BY MICHELLE DREW 
REDEEMER WEB 
COMMUNICATIONS SPECIALIST 


Since 2002, Vancouver-based Pa- 
cific Rim Mining Corporation has been 
exploring for gold and silver through- 
out El Salvador. In 2008, the company 
was denied a mining permit for the El 
Dorado mine in San Isidro Cabafias, 
due to increased opposition from lo- 
cal anti-mining and environmentalist 
organizations, residents, and Catholic 
Church leaders. The company is now 
suing El Salvador for 77 million dollars 
in protest. 


According to a 2009 study from Ox- 
fam, a group of non-governmental or- 
ganizations working worldwide to fight 
poverty and injustice, metallic min- 
ing in Central America uses extreme 
amounts of water, drying up wells and 
contaminating ground water with cya- 
nide and heavy metals. Mining in El 
Salvador has also led to the death and 
infertility of livestock as well as sick- 
ness among children. 


Marcelo Rivera was an environ- 
mental activist who co-founded the 
Friends of San Isidro Cabanas, which 
is an organization dedicated to anti- 
mining initiatives in the community 
of San Isidro. June 18, 2009 was the 
last day that he was seen alive. Twelve 
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days later, his tortured body was found 
at the bottom of a sixty-foot well, with 
wounds showing he had been beaten 
and strangled to death. 


“Allegedly, the national civil police 
and the attorney general 
have received evidence 
connecting Pacific Rims 
business interests with the 
assassination of Marcelo 
Rivera. However, they have 
publicly discarded this line 
of investigation, attributing 
the crime to common de- 
linquency,” explains Jamie 
Moffett, a  Philadelphia- 
based filmmaker. 


Moffett was in E] Salva- 
dor shortly after Marcelo 
was murdered. He is now 
preparing to release a docu- 
mentary entitled El Salva- 
dor: Portraits of a Revolution, which 
includes the story of ‘The Mysterious 
Death of Marcelo Rivera.’ Moffet con- 
tinues, “In order to execute the mining 
at El Dorado, Pacific Rim needs the 
support (or silence) of the local popu- 
lation in San Isidro, as well as share- 
holders in the United States. Marcelo 
Rivera refused to be silent.” Since his 
death, two more anti-mining activists 
have been killed: Dora Recinos Sorto, 
32 and eight months pregnant, and 
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“Metallic mining in 
Central America 
uses extreme 
amounts of water, 
drying up wells 


cyanide and heavy ja, 


Ramiro Rivera, vice-president of the 
Environmental Committee of Caban- 
as. 


Fortunately, some Canadian poli- 
ticians have seen the trend in hu- 
man rights 
abuses by 
Canadian 
mining cor- 
porations 
and have 
decided to 
take a stand 
against the 


. ’ injustice. 

and contaminating “You can 
° go through 

ground water with Mexico, 


Guatema- 
Chile, 
Honduras, 
Argentina, 
Columbia, 
over to a number of African coun- 
tries, in to the Philippines and Papua 
New Guinea, and there is an enormous 
number of complaints about the activi- 
ties of Canadian mining companies,” 
says Ontario MP John McKay. Be- 
cause of this reason, McKay proposed 
Bill C-300, a bill dedicated to keeping 
Canadian mining, gas, and oil corpo- 
rations accountable for maintaining 
human rights standards around the 
globe. 


metals.” 


He explains, “What we are asking 
for is in the event that a Canadian com- 
pany is outside of compliance with rec- 
ognized corporate social responsibility 
standards, that the minister be empow- 
ered to investigate that, and if the they 
discover a negative finding then the 
Canadian government would with- 
draw its financing and the pensioners 
of Canada would be asked to withdraw 
any investments.” 


On April 22, 2009 the bill passed sec- 
ond reading in the House of Commons 
with a vote sending it to the Standing 
Committee on Foreign Affairs and In- 
ternational Development for further 
study. The results were 137 Yeas and 
133 Nays; 132 Nays were attributed to 
the Conservative party, who are critical 
that the bill will have a negative effect 
on the economy. In accordance with 
the House of Commons Standing Or- 
ders, once the House resumes sitting 
in March 2010, Bill C-300 will be re- 
turned to the Standing Committee for 
further review. 


To learn more about Jamie Mof- 
fett’s film on El Salvador and the story 
of Marcelo Rivera’s death visit Return- 
toelsalvador.com. 
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BY CALVIN VAN HARTEN 
CROWN REPORTER 


Paul Roorda, accomplished artist 
and former student of Redeemer, dis- 
plays his artwork in multiple exhibits 
throughout Ontario each year and cur- 
rently has a display at Redeemer en- 
titled “Communion of the Faint: Con- 
fessions and Complications.” The title 
alone is thought provoking. Roorda ex- 
plains that his art addresses the “place 
of ritual in a society where many are let- 
ting go of the religious traditions they 
have grown up with.” He asks whether 
these rituals and traditions in religion 
need to be replaced or just abolished. 


* 


from unconventional 
They contain elements of snakeskin, 


beeswax, pages 
from the Bible, 
wine, slate 
tiles, as well as 
many other in- 
teresting com- 
ponents. He 
says that the 
“materials are 
chosen to re- 
flect the types 
of symbolic ma- 
terial rituals are 
made of’ and 
he uses a re- 
petitive process 


substances. 


“Roorda presents 
the idea that cer- 


tainy has been 


compromised and 

that the ‘boundar- 
ies of faith have 

been penetrated.” 


Roorda’s representation of ritual in religion 


that certainty has been compromised 
and that the “boundaries of faith have 


been penetrated.” The 
hundreds of Bible texts 
found in Antidote have 
been rolled into scrolls 
and burnt, while other 
works see dye extracted 
and pages placed in me- 
dicinal capsules. These 
represent an exploration 
of “the relationship be- 
tween faith, ritual, and 
healing” and are just a 
few of many interesting 
objects to observe. 


Each exhibit was de- 


the time to “discover or experience a 
new layer of meaning with each look at 
the exhibition.” It is far more complex 
than a quick jaunt through Redeemer’s 
art gallery can reveal. Pamphlets on a 
table are designed to guide observers 
through a better understanding and 
more in depth meaning of each display. 
Take the time to carefully peruse and 
examine this art display, looking for 
meaning in the material and the meth- 
od it was used to create this art. It will 
remain on display throughout Febru- 
ary and until March 22. 
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If replaced, then with what? to create the art for the same purpose. 


From a plethora of leaky tiles in an old 


Roorda’s art is uniquely designed church’s roof, Roorda presents the idea 
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signed through slow repetition, careful 
consideration of material, and with a 
purpose. Roorda hopes people will take 
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Finding true love 


(Continued from page 4) 

in the church dated everyone, twice 
over. I thought it was a type of Chris- 
tian incest to do that, but I was also 12 
and I had just learned the word incest. 
This rant is a doozie because it seems 
like Christian post-secondary institu- 
tions are meant first for breeding and 
then maybe an education. Yet, I say 
NAY. Also, it is hard for someone my 
age to remember which guy is taking 
which girl out on long walks around 
campus. So here’s my question for you: 
Is there really a need to date around? 
Is it beneficial for a student to have a 
“special someone” every year/month/ 
class? 


Charles: I too have a best friend. For 
a while, that friend decided it was abso- 
lutely imperative that he find someone 
to marry. During that several month 
period, he “dated” more girls than I can 
remember. At the time, the rest of us 
made fun of him and sang “Flavour of 
the Week” behind his back. In hind- 
sight, however, I am not so sure he had 


it wrong. Each girl that he spent time 
with became someone that he knew 
was not for him. Each girl that is, un- 
til the last one. I was a groomsman in 
their wedding this last summer. The 
thing is, I don’t think that he “dated 
around.” For him, it was just a mat- 
ter of spending time with various girls 
until he found one that suited him (in 
a tux). There was nothing promised 
other than the idea that he was inter- 
ested in them. He did not break any- 
one’s heart. There are a few things that 
I think it is important to know about 
dating. First, a “date” does not pre- 
suppose a relationship. For girls, that 
means that just because a guy likes you 
and asks you out on a date it does not 
mean that you are a couple. Instead it 
should be viewed as a chance to get to 
know each other to see if there is any- 
thing there. In this way, the pressure 
is taken off both parties. Second, when 
you are serious about “dating” a person 
(also known as going steady, courting, 
and a whole host of other unjustifi- 


ably outdated terms) there should 

be an understanding that a particu- 

lar question will be answered in this 

process — should we get married? 
This does not mean that if you have a 
boyfriend or girlfriend that you are go- 
ing to marry them. It means that you 
are both trying to figure out if that is a 
possibility. In order to do this, both are 
required to invest of themselves some- 
thing that is special to that relationship. 
So, to answer your question Joy, I think 
that if a person is going on casual dates 
with many different people then there 
is nothing wrong with that. However, 
if a person is seriously dating person 
after person after young Justin Cooper 
look-alike, then pretty soon there will 
be nothing left for them to invest. 


Joy: Chuck, I like your style! I think 
that we did a mighty fine job of tackling 
the topic of love and marriage. Oh, my 
personal editor is reminding me that 
the importance of prayer needs to be 
emphasized as well. She says that ev- 
eryone (even mature, trusted Christian 
adults) will have different opinions re- 
garding dating, and that each and ev- 
eryone needs to do what God is leading 


them to, especially in regards to dating. 


Thanks, Stef! Oh and hey, my friend 


and your girlfriend, Rachel, wants to 
share her wisdom with us, too! 


Rachel: Hey readers, I believe that 
what Joy and Charles have to say in this 
article holds credibility. They touch on 
some pretty key points of dating, and 
specifically dating at Redeemer. While 
at Redeemer I witnessed, and some- 
times experienced, the unreasonable 
{and reasonable] hopes that people in- 
vest into relationships; the tendency to 
rush into romantic escapades; and the 
idea that marriage is an accomplish- 
ment to be checked off of life’s to-do 
list (by the age of 21). I believe in the 
importance of acquiring certain skill 
sets before entering into the covenant 
of marriage; such as washing your own 
laundry and cleaning that nasty bath- 
room in Dorm 9. In conclusion, I pray 
that you have found at least some of the 
points in this article relevant. Thanks 
for reading. Have a nice day. 
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Paideia Cen- 
ter settles in 


BY TIM SELLES 


Nearly a month ago, 713 Garner Road 
East became the home of the Paideia 
Centre for Public Theology. While the 
house is owned by Redeemer Universi- 
ty College, it is being leased by the Pai- 
deia Centre on a long-term contract. To 
those of you unfamiliar with the Paid- 
eia Centre it is ‘an academic Christian 
study centre committed to relating the 
Gospel to all areas of life’. 


This emphasis on Christ-centered 
scholarship is played out through a va- 
riety of forms for the centre, as Paid- 


(Continued from page 2) other 
be the main characteristic of our life- 
style, instead of giving fully into the 
secular trend of growing consumer- 
ism?” 


Areal faith perspective enters in here. 
Once we recognize how rapid econom- 
ic development is capable of enslaving 
us (see the documentary Manufactured 
Landscapes for a hellish glance into the 
Chinese process of manufacturing that 
supplies the Western world with all its 
“must-have” demands), we should be 
challenged to embrace a sense of suf- 
ficiency and contentment, which will 
lead to a deeper level of shalom than 
always longer for a more goods. We 
should turn away from a solely prog- 
ress-oriented way of business, where 
the only things we push for are higher 
profits and a better standard of living, 


THE 


PAIDEIA 


CENTRE 


FOR PUBLIC 
THEOLOGY 


eia is largely responsible for the work 
and publication of the Scripture and 
Hermeneutics Seminar, as well as the 
supervision of nearly a dozen doctoral 
theses, ranging from Sean Purcell’s 
work on Paul Ricoeur and imagination 
to Dr. James Rusthoven’s work on a 
covenantal ethic for bioethics. Doctor- 
ates issued by the Paideia Centre are 
granted under the authority of Trinity 
College, Bristol, UK. 


Faculty members for the centre include 
Redeemer’s own Dr. Craig Bartho- 


lomew, Dr. Al Wolters, and Dr. Ryan 
O’Dowd. Dr. Wolter’s, along with Dr. 
Elaine Botha, also serve as fellows of 
the centre. 


The Paideia Centre’s move to neigh- 
bour Redeemer is both a physical and 
metaphorical movement displaying a 
strong symbiotic relationship between 
Redeemer and Paideia. The move en- 
ables potential undergraduate involve- 
ment in the centre and allows Paideia 
to host seminars and lectures on cam- 
pus in close proximity to its home. 


God's own globalization 


and instead embrace what Goudzwaard 
might call “God’s own globalization”, a 
more sustainable, stable approach to 
our business and economics. 


Now, I am admittedly not an expert 
in the area of business and economics, 
but it seems that Goudzwaard’s call to 
sustainability is more than just the call 
of an academic throwing around a buzz 
word, While it may not at first glance 
address the deep structural flaws pres- 
ent in global economics, it is important 
to realize that a fundamental change in 
heart is often the foundation for sweep- 
ing and dramatic changes. Instead of 
overdeveloping, overspending and 
over-consuming, let’s be challenged to 
find contentment in sustainable, stable 
economics. And let’s not underestimate 
the power of our God who has claimed 
every inch of the universe as his own, 


I think we may just find, as our desire 
to consume declines and our content- 
ment increases, that crises like world 
poverty, energy consumption, and the 
environmental crisis will be balanced 
out and mended as our hearts are re- 
aligned to the heart of a holy God. 
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The Paideia Centre will also be home 
to Kuyper’s Café, a student group that 
meets twice monthly to share a meal 
and discuss a variety of topics related 
to Christian academics and its applica- 
tion to life. 


Stay tuned for details on the official 
opening date for the Paideia Centre. 
You can find out more about the centre 
at its website, www.paideiacentre.ca. 
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MUSCLE 
Ryan Talsma named OCAA player of the year 


ATHLETIC DEPARTMENT 


It was a fitting end to a storied career 
for Redeemer University College’s 
Ryan Talsma who was honoured as the 
Ontario Colleges Athletic Association’s 
Men’s Volleyball Player of the Year at 
the championship breakfast banquet in 
Ancaster. 


The Orono, Ontario native, finished 
the 2009-10 season ranking in the top 
three in four of the six West Region 
statistical categories including finish- 
ing second in total kills, service aces, 
total points and points per game aver- 
age. He also ranked eighth in digs. A 
fourth year veteran, Talsma rewrote 
the OCAA’s record books this season 
becoming the All-time leader for kills 
in a career with 719 and total career 
points with 907. He also sits fifth in ca- 
reer aces with 103. 

“Ryan Talsma is a humble leader that 
never gets bigger than the game,” said 
the Redeemer coaching staff. “He is 
the consummate teammate who works 
hard building relationships with his 
team mates that transcend the game. 
His leadership, natural gifts and his 
work ethic have made him one of the 
most feared players in the OCAA and 
across the country.” 

Ryan was also honoured with his third 
consecutive CCAA All-Canadian Nomi- 
nation and will be heading to Grant 


McEwan in Edmonton, Alberta to re- 
ceive the honour at the Canadian Col- 
leges Athletic Association’s Men's Vol- 
leyball Championship banquet. He will 
be joined by Humber College’s Terrel 
Bramwell. 

Bramwell took the OCAA by storm this 
season as one of the most electrify- 
ing hitters to grace the OCAA courts. 
The first year player was honoured as 
the OCAA’s Men’s Rookie of the Year, 
League and Regional scoring champi- 
on and as a CCAA All-Canadian. 
“Terrel may be the most explosive rook- 
ie in the history of the OCAA,” com- 
mented Humber Head Coach Wayne 
Wilkins. “He has rocketed himself to be 
one of the best players in the province. 
He came to Humber from the heavily 
touted and nationally recognized Pak- 
men Volleyball Club. His athleticism 
is something to behold, as he jumps 
higher and hits harder than most. He 
adds a jump serve to his game that con- 
sistently draws aces.” 

The Redeemer men’s program was not 
finished collecting the hardware as 
Wayne Harris was named the OCAA’s 
Men’s Coach of the Year and will be 
in the final mix as the CCAA National 
Coach of the Year award of excellence 
to be named in Edmonton. 

Harris, and his assistant coach Nathan 
Siebenga, led their team to a 13-3 re- 
cord in the West Region, falling just 


short of the division title that came 
down to a one match showdown. The 
Royals have been ranked as high as 
fourth nationally this season and have 


TheCrown.ca 


continued to develop and retain some 
of the country’s best players. 
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Bilodeau honoured to be Olympic champion, intimi- 


dated by popularity 


ANDREW BATES — CUP 
WESTERN BUREAU CHIEF 
VANCOUVER (CUP) 


Within half an hour, every Canadian 
in Vancouver had learned Alex Bilo- 


— 
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ROYALS | 


Men’s Volleyball 
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02/05/2010 
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02/13/2010 


02/17/2010 Redeemer 


2 
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deau’s name. 


The moguls skier had seized gold 
with a score of 26.75, winning not only 
Canada’s first gold medal at the 2010 
Winter Games in Vancouver, but the 
first Canadian gold medal won on 
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home soil. 


Bilodeau, however, has been taken 
aback by his sudden rise to the Cana- 
dian sports stratosphere. “Yesterday, 
they were naming names, and I don’t 
pretend to be in that category of Gretz- 
ky,” he said. “The Prime Minister called 
me, Mr. (Jean) Chrétien called me, ev- 
eryone called me.” 


“I was an old freestyler yesterday and 
now ... 1 just can’t believe it.” 


Despite his humility, Bilodeau was 
fiercely proud of his achievement. “It’s 
something to perform at the Olym- 
pics, but it’s something else to do it at 
home,” he said in French. “I was giv- 
en that chance on a plate, (and) I was 
lucky enough to take it.” He empha- 
sized, however, the point made the day 
before by his counterpart in women’s 
moguls, silver medalist Jennifer Heil, 
by insisting that a medal is worth no 
more or less at the Games when it is 
won first or last. 


He cited his whole family as positive 
influences, but said that his brother 
Frederic, who has cerebral palsy, pro- 
vides a lot of motivation. “You look at 
him, he’s got all the right to complain, 
and how many times does he complain 
in a day? I can’t even count mine,” he 
said, “That’s when you put everything 
back in perspective, and say ‘I should 
just shut up, swallow, and go train.” 


Bilodeau and his coach, Peter Judge, 
were also defensive when asked about 
accusations of favouritism in Olympic 
judging. An Australian official had told 
the Queensland Courier-Mail that he 


thought that Bilodeau could not have 
achieved a 4.8 or 4.9, because 5 is 
meant to be a perfect score. “I thought 
Dale (Begg-Smith, silver medalist) 
won, but that’s just a gut feel.” 


According to Judge, the weighted 
system of judging would correct for a 
judge that showed favouritism. “Yes- 
terday, Jenn Heil . . . stated very em- 
phatically that she didn’t lose gold, she 
won a silver. (Hannah Kearney) skied 
better than her,” he said. “To suggest 
that a judge could have had an effect 
on the outcome is not only uneducat- 
ed, it’s a bit absurd if you understand . 
.. how our sport is structured and how 
the scoring system is structured.” 


Bilodeau thought that any ripples even 
out eventually. 


“Sometimes you're in the good grace 
of the judge, sometimes you're not,” he 
said. “Everyone’s going to be equal at 
the end. You always have your ups and 
downs.” 


The tired skier had only slept three 
hours in the previous night, due to a 
number of media appearances follow- 
ing the win. He spoke of how honoured 
he felt to be an Olympic champion, and 
although he seemed intimidated by the 
international focus he had received, he 
was mindful of his impact on history. 
“I'll probably be in the Trivial Pursuit,” 
he said, causing a cascade of laughs in 
the press theatre. 


To celebrating Canadians around the 
country, his achievement was clearly 
more than trivial. 
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Di Brandt poetry reading 


BY MATT WEVERINK 


Following up a captivating poet like 
Christian Bok is no piece of cake, but 
Di Brandt certainly made a commend- 
able effort during her visit to Redeemer 
on February 4th. She may have a small 
voice and gentle personality, but Di 
Brandt also has courage that would give 
Oz’s liona run for his money. Di Brandt 
began her poetic career as a rebel, if you 
can imagine writing poetry to be rebel- 
lious, but in more recent years she has 
made some major changes to the way 
she views the Mennonite background 
she originally ran away from, 


When she was 17, Di Brandt became 
the first member of her community to 
leave in over 400 years. And on top of 
that, she was acting as a woman in a 
strongly patriarchal society. Her earlier 
poems seem to reflect a sort of break- 
ing away from the bonds and regula- 
tions of her Mennonite heritage by us- 
ing little to no punctuation. You heard 
me right — some of her poems use no 
punctuation whatsoever. You might not 
have known it from hearing her read 
the poem, but “when i was five” has no 


punctuation at all. This technique also 
challenges the reader (and the listener) 
to consider more carefully the specific 
parts of the poem and why she would 
structure them the way she did. 


Although she was officially “shunned” 
by her community after breaking away 
from them, Di Brandt freely discussed 
her initial rebellion, but also her new- 
found appreciation for her heritage — 
especially because of the focus that the 


Mennonites put on the importance of 


taking care of the earth. 


Di Brandt also responded very well 
to questions and was open to sharing 
more about her work and what lies be- 
hind it. She even shared a story about 
a “found” poem "Zone: Le Détroit," 
a poem that rearranges words that 
someone else wrote or said into a new 
form, that she heard from one of her 
daughter’s children while driving on 
the 401 towards Windsor. Having lived 
in southwestern Ontario for all of my 
life, I found the paranoid tone of this 
poem to be quite humorous. 
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Di Brandt shares her poetry with Redeemer students. 


Photo by Marie Versteeg. 


School hosts Bok; bookworms got lots of j joy 


Poet, Christian Bok, reads his ‘sound poetry’. 


Photo by David Bakker 


CHEAPBEOKS 


Textbooks bought and sold 
New & used, online buybacks 
Buy, sell, rent at cheapbooks.com 


English (260) 399-6111 
espanol (212) 380-1763 
Urdu/ Hindi/ Punjabi (713) 429-4981 
See site for other support lines 


BY KATRINA VANDENBERG 


Mainstream, typical, and predictable: 
adjectives that do not even begin to de- 
scribe Christian Bok. Instead, imagine 
a poet who would spend hours down in 
his basement designing a new brand of 
nerve gas to be sprung on the popula- 
tion. However, instead of chemicals, he 
uses the viral thing called language. 


On January 28th, 


must be something that is a surprise, 

something that you did not know be- 
fore. And surprised you would have 
been if you walked in halfway through 
his poetry reading. From the hallway 
you might have thought you were hear- 
ing a seahorse or a flying fish. However, 
as you entered into the full Boardroom 
you would have met Bok contorting his 
face in incredible ways in order to cre- 
ate sounds you might have thought hu- 

mans incapable of. 


Redeemer __ University a 9 produce 
College hosted Chris- Sound poetry is a move- 
tian Bok, his presence, knowledge, ment that roots itself in 
and his voice. He is : . the tradition (B6k would 
most well known for his quite literally » cringe at my use of this 
k Eunoi ; 
ee eae be ey oe ea 
sr un ag a io something — x pete’ and ‘es 
i ure to create a purely 
most generous poetry that wa emotional response. A 
prize). The word ‘eu- . 99 room full of people from 
noia,’ which _ literally surprise. all types of interests and 


means beautiful think- 

ing, is the shortest word in English that 
contains all five vowels. The book is a 
literary experiment with extreme for- 
malistic restraints as each chapter con- 
tains only one vowel — the first chap- 
ter A, the second chapter E, etc. Along 
with this, each vowel takes on a distict 
personality: the I is egotistical and ro- 
mantic, the O jocular and obscene, the 
E elegiac and epic. Bok describes this 
experiment as the “willful crippling of 
language in order to show that, even 
under such impossible conditions of 
duress, language still can express an 
uncanny, if not sublime plot.” In prep- 
aration for the novel, Bok read the dic- 
tionary a total of five times and catego- 
rized the words by vowel and by parts 
of speech, Can you imagine him doing 
this in his basement? 


Bok prides himself in his element 
of innovation. He states that in order 
to produce knowledge, quite literally, it 


ages sat enthralled and 
entertained by his performance for the 
entire 30 minutes. He satisfied those 
who “just don’t get poetry” and unset- 
tled those who “just do” by comparing 
poetry to listening to music, which then 
caused us to wonder about the value of 
being able to understand and discover 
meaning. 


We gave him the opportunity to 
share and he left us with a lasting im- 
pression of possibility. As he closed 
the reading he informed us of his up- 
coming Xenotext experiment in which 
he will create an example of living po- 
etry by encoding a short verse into a 
sequence of DNA in order to implant 
it into a bacterium. BOk considers the 
new to be a fundamental value because 
it is impossible to produce knowledge 
unless you are invested in the new. If 
this is the case let’s hope that he never 
runs out of ideas, 
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FUNNY BONE 


Across 


1- Did the butterfly; 
5- Church recess; 

g- Consumers; 

14- Mata__}; 

15- Geezer; 

16- Water wheel; 

17- Resistance units; 


18- 8th letter of the Hebrew alphabet; 


19- Category; 

20- Tiny plant part; 
22- Misplaces; 

23- Trunk; 

24- Totaled; 

28- Cipher; 

34- Ice cream topped with syrup; 
38- Quaker cereal; 
39- Unattractive; 

40- Prima ballerina; 
41- Subordinate ruler; 
43- Bamboo stem; 
44- Corp. bigwig; 

47- Flammable gas; 
48- Inconsiderate; 
51- Thorny flowers; 


70- Trades; 
71- Farm team; 
72- Tear; 


Down 


1- Curt; 

2- “Hooray!”; 

3- Defense covering; 

4- Thin fogs; 

5- Dull pain; 

6- Frost’s field; 

7- Drunkard; 

8- Biblical verb ending; 
g- Free of an obstruction; 
10- Han ___ was a “Star Wars” char- 
acter; 

11- Ages; 

12- Ascend; 

13- Back talk; 

21- Nearby; 

25- Mil. address; 

26- Advanced degree?; 
27- Throws; 

29- Sound again, again; 
30- Batting Babe; 
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58- Endoskeletal component; 
59- Capital city of Western Samoa; 
60- Sphere; 
62- Capital of Calvados, in NW 


31- Pearl Mosque city; 
32- Blueprint; 

33- Excitement; 

34- Denomination; 
35- D-Day beach; 


52- Bridge positions; 

57- Addis __; 

61- Bivalve mollusk; 

63- Mineral used as a gem; 
64- Zeno’s home; 


-uorssruuad WyLM pasy “(woo’spromssommysaq’aaun//:d))q) Woo'spromssory seg Aq paptroud sapeznd promssox) 


46- Cheer for Manolete; 
49- Eats grass; 

50- Ancient Palestinian; 
53- Communion table; 


66- Grasp; 36- Taboo; 54- Roofing stone; France; 
67- Old-womanish; 37- Mon I; 55- Memento; 64- Conductor de Waart; 
68- Completed; 42- Baffled; 56- Swiftness; 65- Bagel topper; 


69- To 


___ (perfectly); 


45- Aliens, for short; 57- Not much; 
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Eat FRESH at 
REFRESH! 


This coupon entitles you to one 
dollar off Pasta Pronto 
at ReFresh 


Discount coupon good 
for one order of Pasta 
Pronto. Coupon must 
be surrendered at time 
of purchase. Coupon 
valid for one purchase 
only. Valid until March 19, 2010. 
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Redeemer's Student Voice Since 1983 


Editor-in-Chief 
The Editor-in-Chief is responsisble for the daily 
operation of the paper, chairing editorial staff 
meetings, setting deadlines, and soliciting ar- 
ticles. (S)he communicates with Student Sen- 
ate, and fulfills all other duties of the editorial 
staff as is required to maintain a high-quality 
product. The Editor-in-Chief must write one 
editorial per issue, and must communicate well 
with the student body. 
Application Requirements: 
Leadership experience, writing and editing 
skills, communication skills. 


Copy Editor 
The Copy Editor is responsible for reading all 
submitted articles. Ensure all articles are free 
of spelling and grammatical errors and that 
they are in line with The Crown Style Book's 
guidelines. Works closely with the editor-in- 
chief to ensure that all of the articles published 
in the Crown reflect the Crown’s policy. At- 
tends Crown meetings in order to contribute to 
operation of newspaper. 
Application Requirements 
The copy editor must have completed ENG 201 
Expository Writing I or its equivalent. 


Layout Editor 

The Layout Editor is responsible for the formu- 
lation of the paper in a consistent, organized 
and attractive layout, in consultation with the 
rest of the editorial staff, particularily the Edi- 
tor-in-Chief. (S)he shall ensure that the layout 
maintains a consistent format, designed by the 
editorial staff at the beginning of the academic 
year. 

Application Requirements 

Working knowledge of Adobe Suite design soft- 
ware, 


Hiring for the 
2010/2011 Year 


Managing Editor 
Sells advertisement space in the newspaper to 
interested parties. Records financial transac- 
tions for sales and payments and prepares 
reports to Student Senate. Compiles budget 
for the year for Student Senate in order to 
receive funding. Contacts printer about prices 
and run dates and ensures quality of product. 
Attends crown meetings in order to contribute 
to operation of newspaper. 
Application Requirements 
Should have BUS 209 or prior experience with 
accounting/marketing. 


Digital Editor 

The Digital Editor is responsible for research- 
ing, developing, implementing, and maintain- 
ing all technology used by The Crown and its 
staff (including, but not limited to, The Crown 
website(s) and the computers owned by the pa- 
per and in use by the editorial staff, and the of- 
fice network). 

Application Requirements: 

Candidates for this position should be familiar 
with Linux web server administration, Apple 
workstations, and the Drupal content manage- 
ment system. 


Reporters (Two Positions) 
A Crown Reporter will search for news stories, 
gather information, attend events, and inter- 
view people. (S)He will then amalgamate and 
construct a minimum of three short, objective 
articles relevant to the student body. 


Applications* for Editor-in-Chief are 
due on March 8, 2010 @ noon. 


All other applications* are due on 
March 15, 2010 @ noon. 


*Resumes can be submitted to crown@redeemer.ca, Full job descriptions are can be found at TheCrown.ca. An honourarium will be 


given to the Crown Staff from Student Senate 


